
FOUNDATIONS OF GEOGRAPHIC THOUGHT 
GEOG 5160; Fall 2022; M 5-8pm 

  
Instructor: 
Dr. Matthew Fry           
Office: ENV 210F; Phone: (940) 369-7576; Email: mfry@unt.edu   
Office hours: M 1-3pm or by appointment  

Objectives: 

1. to introduce Geography graduate students to our department’s diverse research perspectives;  
2. to debate and assess geographical research, methodological approaches in Geography, and theoretical 

frameworks used by geographers;  
3. to become familiar with approaches in Geography that could be useful for one’s own research and 

career; 
4. to develop oral and written skills necessary in an academic or other work setting. 

Approach: 

Geography is a diverse, divided, and complex discipline.  The goal of this course is to begin to comprehend our 
discipline’s sprawling intellectual landscape.  One cannot become an educated geographer and scholar without 
an abiding appreciation for the larger geographical realm.  This course provides grounding in contemporary 
geographical thought, research, and theory.   

This is a seminar course, not a lecture course.  Classes will be based on discussions of assigned readings, and will 
not involve lectures. We use readings to explore continuities and contradictions in geographical practices.  Our 
discussions will focus on perspectives about human and physical geography, about applied and theoretical 
geography, etc., to gain an understanding of the multi-faceted components of Geography. To present such a 
range of materials you must:  

1) Read all assigned readings; 2) prepare for and participate in class discussions; 3) practice quality 
writing; and 4) turn in all assignments in a timely manner. 

Readings: 

• AAG Book Award winners, available at the UNT bookstore: 
Sakakibara, C., 2020. Whale Snow: Iñupiat, Climate Change, and Multispecies Resilience in Arctic Alaska. 

University of Arizona Press. 
Mountz, A., 2020. The death of asylum: Hidden geographies of the enforcement archipelago. U of 

Minnesota Press. 
• Articles are available as .pdf’s on Canvas. 

Course Format: 

For nearly every class, you will read at least two articles and several book chapters. Invited faculty have provided 
articles for discussion. You will read the assigned articles, and prepare and submit reactions and questions 
before each class. During the first half of each class, you will discuss faculty research and interests. During the 
second half of the class, we will discuss the book chapters and one person describes two AAG Specialty Groups.  

Typical time breakdown for each class:   
5-5:10pm 5-10 min Overview/catch up   
5:10-6:25pm 1 hr 15min Q & A w/ guest faculty   
6:25-6:40pm 15 min Break    
6:40-7:50pm 1 hr 10min Discuss Books, Specialty Groups, Frameworks, etc 



Course Expectations: 

Class Participation (25%): 
• Class participation is based on attendance, demonstration of having completed course readings, 

participation in discussions and asking questions; demonstrated ability to link ideas from separate 
readings/classes; and ability to listen to others and acknowledge their input in your own remarks.   

Weekly Assignments (40%) 
• Due Monday before class, post these in Canvas by 12pm (noon)! Assignments for each week’s readings 

will be a brief summary and reaction to and/or observations of the readings. First, write a brief summary 
of the articles and book chapters (no more than 200 words for each). Follow with your observations and 
reactions, about one paragraph.  As well, write 6 to 15 discussion questions related to the readings (at 
least two questions for each reading).  In all, the weekly assignments should be no longer than 2-pages 
in length.  Be sure your name and date are on the Word document; 11 or 12 point font, 1-inch margins.  
Use your initials to name the .doc file (e.g. mf_week1.doc, mf_week2.doc). I will collate the questions 
and provide hard copies to the entire class. Be prepared to ask your questions during class! 
Hints to prepare for class and complete weekly assignments: 

1. Critical Reading: This is more than a quick skim! You need to figure out what the author is 
talking about and how it contributes to Geography. This involves at least two steps: 1) a 
summary that ensures that you understand and remember what you have read, and 2) an 
assessment where you bring your own ideas and reasoning to bear on the material. 

2. Summary: Read each paragraph and note the main idea. Make notes on the whole piece and 
cross out repetitive ideas. Look for clues in the author’s text that point you to what the author 
thinks is important (e.g. a major argument, or “To summarize…”). Try to use your own words 
and style to summarize the major points. Then, summarize in no more than one paragraph. 

3. Evaluate: Learn something about the author of the work. How might his/her disciplinary 
orientation shape her/his approach to the issue? What did you find valuable, interesting, 
challenging? What biases or beliefs could you identify in the writer and yourself as the reader? 
In terms of summarizing, what was hard to understand? Were there any gaps? Did you 
understand the examples? Did the article give enough evidence to support its claims and its 
thesis? Were there absences that were unaccounted? Overall, did you like the article? Was it full 
of jargon? Where does it fit with material on the same topic? And: access their CV and google 
scholar page to see some of their research. 

AAG Award Book Critique Essays (30% of final grade): 
• You will turn in a 4-6 page essay that critically discusses content. I don’t want you to summarize the 

story/research but to analyze it. We have all read the book so I don’t need a summary, instead simply 
discuss and evaluate the multiple social, cultural, political, and environmental conflicts discussed. Your 
essay should be well-written, reflect your ideas, have a descriptive title, be double-spaced, have 1-inch 
margins and be written in 12 pt. font. Papers should be uploaded to Canvas by the due date. 

What’s your AAG Specialty Group? (5%): 
• Each student will introduce and discuss two American Association of Geographers Specialty Groups 

(there are 75 total). As lead discussant, you should be prepared to briefly summarize the focus of the 
Specialty Group; if you can, identify when it was established, number of members, annual awards, etc.; 
explain why it interests you; and discuss its broader relevance. Present as a power point if you like. 

• Student grades will be based on evidence of background research, overall coherence and organization, 
ability to generate interest, and responses to questions. 

Course Evaluation 
Class Participation (25%); Weekly Assignments (40%); AAG Specialty Group Assignment (5%); Book Critique 
Essays (30% w/ each worth 15%) 

**Part of learning professional practice is to adhere to deadlines. Therefore, all deadlines. Students may not obtain 
extensions except for documented medical or compassionate reasons. 



Accommodations 
“The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 
Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to 
verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request 
accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as 
possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter 
of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in 
each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation. You may also contact 
them by phone at 940.565.4323.” 

Academic Dishonesty and Integrity 
Students are expected to uphold the University of North Texas Code of Student Conduct.  It is dishonest 
and a violation of student academic integrity to: 

1) PLAGIARIZE, 2) CHEAT ON AN EXAMINATION, 3) COPY OR COLLABORATE ON ASSIGNMENTS 
WITHOUT PERMISSION, 4) FABRICATE OR FALSIFY DATA OR RECORDS, and 4) ENGAGE IN OTHER 
FORMS OF DECEIT OR DISHONESTY 

Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam.  
Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities for further 
penalty.  

Acceptable Student Behavior 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at 
UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor 
may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the 
student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct found at www.unt.edu/csrr. 

Prohibition of Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation (Policy 16.004) 
The University of North Texas (UNT) prohibits discrimination and harassment because of race, color, 
national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic 
information, veteran status, or any other characteristic protected under applicable federal or state law in 
its application and admission processes; educational programs and activities; employment policies, 
procedures, and processes; and university facilities. The University takes active measures to prevent such 
conduct and investigates and takes remedial action when appropriate. 

Sexual Assault Prevention 
UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all forms of sexual misconduct, including 
sexual harassment sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. Federal laws (Title IX and 
the Violence Against Women Act) and UNT policies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex, and 
therefore prohibit sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know is experiencing sexual harassment, 
relationship violence, stalking, and/or sexual assault, there are campus resources available to provide 
support and assistance. UNT’s Survivor Advocates can assist a student who has been impacted by violence 
by filing protective orders, completing crime victim’s compensation applications, contacting professors for 
absences related to an assault, working with housing to facilitate a room change where appropriate, and 
connecting students to other resources available both on and off campus. The Survivor Advocates can be 
reached at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean of Students Office at 940-565- 2648. 
Additionally, alleged sexual misconduct can be non-confidentially reported to the Title IX Coordinator at 
oeo@unt.edu or at (940) 565 2759. 
 



GEOG 5160 Schedule, Fall 2022 
 

Week 1 (M 8/29) 
Course Introduction, Overview, Readings, Specialty Group Schedule 
 

Week 2 (M 9/5) 
NO CLASS (start reading Whale Snow) 
 

Week 3 (M 9/12) 
1. Oppong, J. R. (2020). Globalization of Communicable Diseases (2nd Edition Vol. 6 ed., pp. 

223-228). Elsevier Ltd.. https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-08-102295-5.10438-X 
2. Oppong, J. R. and Adam Harold. 2010. Disease, Ecology and Environment. In Tim Brown, 

Sarah McLafferty and Graham Moon (eds).  A Companion to Health and Medical 
Geography. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: Blackwell-Wiley. 

 
3. Whale Snow pp. vii-59 
 

Week 4 (M 9/19) 
1. Wolverton, S., Kennedy, J.H. and Cornelius, J.D., 2007. A paleozoological perspective on 

white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus texana) population density and body size in 
central Texas. Environmental Management, 39(4), pp.545-552. 

2. Wolverton, S. and Randklev, C.R., 2016. Archaeological data indicate a broader late Holocene 
distribution of the sandbank pocketbook (Unionidae: Lampsilis satura Lea 1852) in Texas. 
American Malacological Bulletin, 34(2), pp.133-137. 

3. Carpenter, E. and Wolverton, S., 2017. Plastic litter in streams: The behavioral archaeology of 
a pervasive environmental problem. Applied Geography, 84, pp.93-101. 

 
4. Whale Snow pp. 60-80 

 
Week 5 (M 9/26) 

1. Fry, M., Briggle, A. and Kincaid, J., 2015. Fracking and environmental (in)justice in a Texas 
city. Ecological Economics, 117, pp.97-107. 

2. Fry, M., Ponette-González, A.G. and Young, K.R., 2015. A low-cost GPS-based protocol to 
create high-resolution digital elevation models for remote mountain areas. Mountain 
Research and Development, 35(1), pp.39-48. 

 
3. Whale Snow pp. 81-113 

 
Week 6 (M 10/3) 

1. Fotheringham, A.S., Yang, W. and Kang, W., 2017. Multiscale geographically weighted 
regression (MGWR). Annals of the American Association of Geographers, 107(6), pp.1247-
1265. 

2. Kang, W., Rey, S., Wolf, L., Knaap, E. and Han, S., 2020. Sensitivity of sequence methods in 
the study of neighborhood change in the United States. Computers, Environment and Urban 
Systems, 81, p.101480. 

 



3. Whale Snow pp. 114-149 
 
 
Week 7 (M 10/10) 

1. Williams, H.F., 2012. Magnitude of Hurricane Ike storm surge sedimentation: implications for 
coastal marsh aggradation. Earth Surface Processes and Landforms, 37(8), pp.901-906. 

2. Williams, H., Hoang, L.V., Elliott, P., Nguyen, H.H. and Manh, H., 2019. A Tentative Record of 
Mid-Holocene Sea-Level Highstand and Barrier Overwash from the Cam River Mouth, 
Vietnam. Journal of Coastal Research, 35(4), pp.852-860. 

 
3. Whale Snow pp. 150-195 
4. Critique Essay Due: Whale Snow 
 
 

Week 8 (M 10/17) 
1. Liang, L., Xu, B., Chen, Y., Liu, Y., Cao, W., Fang, L., Feng, L., Goodchild, M.F. and Gong, P., 

2010. Combining spatial-temporal and phylogenetic analysis approaches for improved 
understanding on global H5N1 transmission. PLoS One, 5(10), p.e13575. 

i. What do you expect to get out of your thesis? What makes you decide to pursue a master’s 
degree? 

ii. Anything in science that you are particularly interested? It can be one field or 
multidisciplinary.  

2. Liang, L., Meyarian, A., Yuan, X., Runkle, B.R., Mihaila, G., Qin, Y., Daniels, J., Reba, M.L. and 
Rigby, J.R., 2021. The first fine-resolution mapping of contour-levee irrigation using deep Bi-
Stream convolutional neural networks. International Journal of Applied Earth Observation 
and Geoinformation, 105, p.102631. 

iii. Have you heard about remote sensing before? If not, did this paper give you a new view?  
iv. What do you think quantitative geographic research is? 

 
3. The death of asylum pp. xi-26 

 
Week 9 (M 10/24) 

1. Dong, P., 2015. Automated measurement of sand dune migration using multi-temporal lidar 
data and GIS. International Journal of Remote Sensing, 36(21), pp.5426-5447. 

2. Dong, P., 2008. Generating and updating multiplicatively weighted Voronoi diagrams for 
point, line and polygon features in GIS. Computers & Geosciences, 34(4), pp.411-421. 

 
3. The death of asylum pp. 29-89 

 
Week 10 (M 10/31) 

1. Proctor, J., Hudak, P.F., Dick, G.O. and Herrington, R., 2021. Waterbirds in constructed 
suburban wetlands, Eastern Denton County, Texas, USA. International Journal of 
Environmental Studies, pp.1-10. 

2. Upholt, B. 2022. The Controversial Plan to Unleash the Mississippi River. Wired, 
https://www.wired.com/story/the-controversial-plan-to-unleash-the-mississippi-river/  

 
3. The death of asylum pp. 93-127 



 
Week 11 (M 11/7) 

1. Pan, F., Xie, J., Lin, J., Zhao, T., Ji, Y., Hu, Q., Pan, X., Wang, C. and Xi, X., 2018. Evaluation of 
climate change impacts on wetland vegetation in the Dunhuang Yangguan National Nature 
Reserve in Northwest China using Landsat derived NDVI. Remote Sensing, 10(5), p.735. 

2. Pan, F., Xi, X. and Wang, C., 2020. A comparative study of water indices and image 
classification algorithms for mapping inland surface water bodies using landsat imagery. 
Remote Sensing, 12(10), p.1611. 

 
3. The death of asylum pp. 129-161 
 

 
Week 12 (M 11/14) 

1. Ferring, D. and Hausermann, H., 2019. The political ecology of landscape change, malaria, 
and cumulative vulnerability in central Ghana’s gold mining country. Annals of the American 
Association of Geographers, 109(4), pp.1074-1091. 

2. Robbins, P., 2001. Tracking invasive land covers in India, or why our landscapes have never 
been modern. Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 91(4), pp.637-659. 

 
3. The death of asylum pp. 165-244 
 

Week 13 (M 11/21) 
NO CLASS 
 
 

Week 14 (M 12/5) 
1. Articles TBD 
2. Articles TBD 
3. Critique Essay Due: The death of asylum 


